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To effectively guide
parks, open space
and recreational
programming
policies and
decisions, local
decision makers
will often review
an inventory of
current conditions
and trends at
the local, state,
regional and
national levels.

An analysis of Richmond’s demographic and
socio-economics data was completed during the
2019 Richmond Rising: Community Action Plan
to establish an understanding of the community
characteristics, growth patterns and economic
trends. This data and analysis guided the
Richmond Rising planning process and served as
the foundation for many of the recommendations
presented throughout the final document.
The same analysis is essential for parks and
recreation master planning. Current community
characteristics, growth patterns and economic
trends can impact the supply and demand for
park and recreational facilities and programming.
Due to the similarities in data and analysis needs,
the data collected during the Richmond Rising
planning process has been carried over into this
2020 Richmond Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
The previously collected demographic data has
been paired with an inventory of natural features
from the 2009 Richmond Parks and Recreation
Master Plan Update, and readily available City
and County statistics outlining the conditions of
topography, soils, waterways, vegetation and
animal habitats. The analysis of the Richmond
community focus on two primary categoriesCommunity Profile, which includes population,
housing and employment topics and Community
Features, which provides an inventory of
Richmond’s natural and built environment. All data
was obtained from ESRI Business Analyst and the
U.S. Census Bureau, unless otherwise noted.
The key findings of this chapter were paired with
the system wide inventory analysis presented in
Chapter Three. Together these opportunities and
challenges form the basis of the System Findings
outlined on pages 198-201.
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COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHICS
POPULATION, AGE, INCOME AND HOUSEHOLDS
Richmond’s population is declining, along with Wayne County’s.
• Richmond’s 2018 total population is estimated to be over 36,000 people, making it the largest city
in Wayne County.
• The City is expected to experience a 2 percent decrease in population over the next five years, which
is slightly less than the expected decrease of 2.25 percent for Wayne County.
• As of 2018, Richmond has 14,813 households; by 2023, this number is expected to decrease by
2 percent, leaving 14,500 households in Richmond. Wayne County is expected to experience a
relatively similar decrease from 26,832 households in 2018 to 26,211 households in 2023.
Richmond is getting older.
• Today, the median age for residents in Richmond is 40 years old. Similar to Wayne County, this has
been slowly increasing since 2000 and is expected to continue through 2023.
Richmond has a lower median household income relative to Wayne County and the rest
of the state.
• Richmond has a median household income of $40,213, which is over $5,000 dollars less than the
median household income of $45,817 in Wayne County, and over $13,000 lower than the state
median household income.
• In Richmond, the per capita income, the average income earned per person, is $23,402.
Richmond has not experienced any major shifts in its racial composition in the last
several years.
• The percentage of residents who identify as “white” is expected to decrease by 1.2 percent, while
people of “some other race” may increase by 0.3 percent and people of “two or more races” may
increase by 0.8 percent.
Richmond exceeds the state average in every disability type, especially in those over
the age of 75.
• Roughly 20 percent of Richmond’s population holds some form of disability, including: hearing,
vision, cognitive, ambulatory, difficulty with self-care, and/or difficulty with independent living.
• Disabilities become more prevalent with age, increasing from 23 percent to 38 percent after age
64, and again from 38 percent to 57 percent after age 75.
• Most Richmond residents with a disability fall under three main types, including ambulatory difficulty
(11.7 percent), cognitive difficulty (9.1 percent) and difficulty with independent living (9.1 percent).
• For younger residents, including those below the age of 18, cognitive disabilities are the most
common.
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RICHMOND IMPACTS
The demographic data analysis reveals that Richmond has been declining in total population, and
is expected to continue doing so. Since residential property taxes fund the majority of the Parks and
Recreation budget, the decline in population will result in lower income tax levies, and additional
reductions in park improvement, maintenance and programming.
Compared to Wayne County and the state of Indiana, Richmond has a low median household income.
This can directly impact the Parks and Recreation Department because area residents could be unable to
spend money on “extra” things such as park programming, enclosed facility and open air shelter rental
fees.
As the population continues to get older, there will be an increased need to provide diverse equipment
and programming opportunities for individuals over the age of 50, while also still ensuring amenities exist
for other age demographics. The diversity in equipment and programming opportunities will also need to
account for the 20 percent of Richmond residents that are dealing with some sort of disability.
These system impacts are further assessed in the System Findings section started on page 198.

2000 and 2010 population data provided by the US Census Bureau; 2018 population data and 2023 population projections provided by Esri
Business Analyst

2018 population data provided by Esri Business Analyst
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HOUSING
NUMBER OF UNITS, AGE, AND OWNERSHIP
This section provides an overview of the housing market in Richmond, including total units, housing
occupancy, and year built. All data was obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI Business Analyst.
The key findings are as follows:
Richmond’s housing stock is older and less valuable relative to Wayne County.
• Nearly 70 percent of the current housing stock in Richmond was built before 1970, meaning the
units were constructed before modern building codes went into effect.
• Richmond’s median home value in 2018 was $92,590 while the median home value in Wayne
County was $105,503.
The vacancy rate is high and rising.
• The total number of housing units in Richmond has stayed relatively consistent since 2000 shifting
only by 20 units, while Wayne County had a 2.5 percent increase in housing units between 2000
and 2010 and held steady through 2018 with 31,242 units.
• As of 2018, the City of Richmond had 17,684 housing units with 50 percent owner occupied, 34
percent renter occupied, and 16 percent vacant.
• When compared to Wayne County, Richmond’s vacancy rate is 2 percent higher than the county
with 14 percent of housing units being vacant.
• The combination of stable numbers of housing units with declining numbers of households (see
demographic section above) means that vacancy rates will probably increase over the next few
years.
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RICHMOND IMPACTS
Housing plays a major role in the success of a community. Even though Richmond is rich in natural and
cultural resources, which includes a strong park and open system, the availability and quality of housing is
one of the greatest selling points of a community. Data reveals that Richmond is facing many challenges
within its housing stock. As the City mitigates the housing challenges which include increased vacancy,
variety in price points and structural concerns, the Parks and Recreation Department will need to respond
accordingly to ensure that new and/ or rehabilitated residential neighborhoods have access to park and
open space areas.
These system impacts are further assessed in the System Findings section started on page 198.

2000 and 2010 population data provided by the US Census Bureau; 2018 population data and 2023 population projections provided by Esri
Business Analyst

2018 population data provided by Esri Business Analyst
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WORKFORCE AND ECONOMY
EDUCATION, LABOR FORCE AND INDUSTRIES
Richmond closely resembles the rest of Indiana, but has trouble retaining those with
higher education degrees
• As a host to Earlham College, as well as to the branches of several other major Indiana universities,
the City of Richmond has a high number of residents who have some level of college education but
have not yet attained a degree (21.7 percent) as of 2018.
• Nearly 30 percent of Richmond residents have a high school diploma, slightly lower than the
Indiana average of 33 percent.
• The City of Richmond has significantly fewer residents with a bachelor’s degree (9.9 percent) than
the state average (17.3 percent), especially considering the density of higher education institutions
within the community.
Most of Richmond’s employment and labor force is engaged in the service and retail
industries.
• Richmond has over 1,600 businesses that employ nearly 28,000 workers from both the city and the
surrounding county. Top industries include services and retail trade.
• Richmond itself has a total employed population of 15,327 residents, all of which are at least 16
years of age. Of those nearly 15,000 workers, over 30 percent work in the service industry. The
second greatest industry is manufacturing with 20.5 percent of the population working in factories.
Richmond serves as a regional employment center.
• The top 10 employers for Wayne County, ranging from government services, healthcare, and
education to manufacturing, are all located in Richmond.
• As of 2015, commuting trends reveal that 9 percent of Wayne County’s workforce is commuting
into the county each day, mostly from Ohio.
• As of 2015, commuting trends reveal that 5.3 percent of Wayne County’s labor force travels outside
of Wayne County for employment. The majority of these commuters are going to Ohio to work.
Richmond’s employment base and labor force are contracting.
• The latest (2017) county-wide total employment statistic of 38,721 represents a substantial decline
(~10%) from its 2001 level of 43,099.
• As of 2018, Richmond’s unemployment rate was 4.4 percent, which is 1.2 percent higher than
Wayne County and 0.9 percent higher than the state of Indiana.
• Between 2010 and 2017, Richmond’s labor force decreased by 2 percent. Wayne County
experienced a very similar decline of 2.3 percent, while Indiana as a whole, experienced a 25
percent increase in labor force during the same time frame.
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RICHMOND IMPACTS
Richmond’s future prosperity will depend on its ability to develop both businesses and a workforce.
Based on Richmond’s median household income and top employment industries, it can be concluded
that existing job opportunities primarily fall within the relatively lower wage brackets. Because of this,
Richmond is experiencing an increase in poverty, lack of affordable dependent care, fewer stable jobs,
fewer employer-sponsored healthcare plans, and an inability to attract retail and housing development.
The City’s existing parks and open space system is one key tool to overcoming the workforce and
employment challenges the City is currently facing. By building upon the existing system and included
quality of life amenities such as parks, open spaces, recreational amenities, entertainment and
programming options, and trails the City can work to strengthen the health of community residents and
provide lifelong learning opportunities for all residents.
These system impacts are further assessed in the System Findings section started on page 198.

Industry summary provided by 2018 ACS 5 Year estimates and accounts for total employed civilian population over the
age of sixteen
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EXISTING AND FUTURE LAND USE
EXPANSION AND GROWTH
Having an understanding of a City’s existing land use patterns and their
future development aspirations is important for two reasons. First, reviewing
development patterns and completing an inventory of the types and mix of
current land uses can show where concentrations of similar activity exist.
Secondly, the analysis can indicate areas in which to target development
and redevelopment efforts. For park and recreation planning specifically, an
inventory of existing land use will reveal where current parks and open spaces
are located and how they fit into the larger development pattern. For example,
this analysis will indicate any residential areas that lack park and recreation
facilities within a reasonable walking distance.
Richmond consisted of only 11.6 square miles in 1960. Over the next 30
years (between 1960 and 1990), the City’s area grew by over 50 percent
to become approximately 18-square miles. By 2000, both land area and
population growth had started to shift. While the land area increased to
23-square miles, a 23 percent increase in 10 years, its population had only
slightly increased. It can be concluded that this happened because of typical
urban sprawl – people started moving away from the center of the city towards
its developing fringe. This forced the city to expand to encompass these areas,
but this expansion led to a decrease in population density. Nearly 20 years
later, Richmond remains similar in size, covering 24-square miles of land.
While the City of Richmond has not changed significantly in size over the
past two decades, it is important to consider that the City has extra territorial
jurisdiction (ETJ) for 2 miles outside of the incorporated boundary. This gives
the City planning and zoning authority over land within the 2-mile fringe
surrounding the incorporated area. This area, making up an additional
34-miles of land, is home to several single-family residential neighborhoods.
The residents within the ETJ often use City services as a part of their daily
lives- including City parks, open spaces, trails and recreational programs.
While these residents utilize City services, they do not pay property taxes to the
City. Instead their residential property taxes go directly to the County.
During the 2019 Richmond Rising process, portions of the ETJ were identified
as potential areas for future annexation since City services and programs
were already available to these residents. While an Annexation Fiscal Impact
and Cost-Benefit Analysis would be needed to determine the communitywide benefit to expanding the City’s geographical boundary, it is important
to consider these areas when providing parks, open spaces and recreational
program opportunities.
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RICHMOND IMPACTS
As a component of the 2019 Richmond Rising process, a future land use map was created that
established new City-wide land use place types. Areas within the City of Richmond and the two-mile fringe
have been classified into eight unique place types. Unlike traditional land use designations, which are
applied parcel by parcel, place type designations can define the nature and desired character of uses on
a larger scale. This approach allows for greater flexibility regarding future land use decisions and puts
an emphasis on how adjacent place types interact and impact one another. Each of Richmond’s eight
place types describe the character, land uses and level of connectivity within each designation. The place
types also indicate areas that are ideal for future parks and open space development. The future land use
pattern for the City is not anticipated to change, however there is a new emphasis on redevelopment and
revitalization within core areas of the community. In addition to the City’s overall future land use plan,
the Richmond Rising process identified seven Priority Investment Opportunity (PIO) Districts. These districts
represent critical opportunities for the City of Richmond to improve the city’s identity, local neighborhoods,
local and regional employment centers, vehicular and non-vehicular connectivity and public perception,
and they are now considered to be priority development areas for the future.
These system impacts are further assessed in the System Findings section started on page 198.

Legend
Central Neighborhoods
Traditional Neighborhoods
Urban Mixed Use
Commercial
Industrial
Community Service
Parks, Open Space and
Natural Features
Agriculture/ Rural
Residential
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2019 Richmond Rising: A Community Action Plan Future Land Use Map
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COMMUNITY FEATURES
RICHMOND’S NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Topography and Geology
Topography refers to the shape and elevation of the natural and manmade features of the earth. Within
city limits, the topography of Richmond is relatively flat. Areas with varying elevations are primarily
located along rivers and creeks. The highest elevation in Richmond is located in the 2-mile fringe area
within Smyrna Road and Interstate 70, likely due to the Richmond landfill. The lowest elevation in
Richmond is located along the Whitewater River and Clear Creek.
Geology refers to the defining physical features of the earth’s surface, such as rocks. A concentration of
rock known as “The Richmond” is named after the City of Richmond where it is largely exposed. Where
well-developed, these formations are approximately 300-feet thick. Most of Richmond is even-bedded,
with clean-cut alternations of limestone and shale. The limestone beds vary in thickness from two to ten
inches (generally less than six inches), and make up less than half of the whole mass (likely not more
than one-fourth). The lowest formation in the Richmond group is Arnheim shale, which rests on the
Mount Auburn formation in Ohio and is approximately 80-feet thick. In these areas the limestone occurs
in rough, irregular beds with ragged masses of hardened clay, which strongly contrast with the regular
bedding above and below.
The next 50-feet of the Richmond formation is Waynesville Shale, which are sometimes highly chalky or
crumbly. Above the Waynesville are 35-foot beds of Liberty limestone, which differ very little from the
Waynesville. The last layer above the Liberty is the Whitewater Formation, where recognizable fossils of
plants and animals may be found. The 425-million-year-old fossiliferous limestone of the Ordovician
Period in the Whitewater Gorge is one of the only two places in the United States where this type of
limestone has been exposed to the surface.

Topography diagram
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Whitewater Gorge Geology provided by Waynet.
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Rivers, Creeks and Floodplains
The main waterway traveling through the city of Richmond is the Whitewater River and the three tributary
rivers that flow into it, including the West Fork Whitewater River, the Middle Fork Whitewater River, and the
East Fork Whitewater River. The East Fork flows into the Middle Fork right before Chester Boulevard, while
the West Fork flows into the Middle Fork just before north of the Norfolk Southern Railroad, forming the
Whitewater River. In addition to the primary waterways, there are a variety of creeks and ditches located
throughout the City of Richmond including Short Creek, A.F. Scott Ditch, Quigg Ditch, Comers Run Creek,
the South Richmond Ditch, Clear Creek, O’Brian Ditch and the Lick Creek.
The City of Richmond and the two-mile fringe area contain numerous areas of floodplains running north
and south. Floodplains are areas of land adjacent to rivers or streams that stretch from the base of the
channel to the base of enclosing valley walls that may experience flooding during periods of snowmelt
or rainfall. The most predominant floodplain runs along the three forks of the Whitewater River. All
floodplains located in the City of Richmond are considered 100-year floodplains, meaning that an area
has a 1 percent chance every year of being flooded.
Wetlands are areas permanently or seasonally flooded with shallow water and include features such as
bogs, marshes, ponds, lakes, streams, creeks, and rivers. There are three different classifications that
make up the wetlands of Richmond based on the Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of
the United States, including intermittently exposed, seasonally flooded and temporarily flooded areas.
Richmond’s floodplains are subject to periodic flooding, which may pose civic health and safety hazards,
loss of property and disruption of community services. These damages are caused by the cumulative
effects of impervious surfaces and obstructions in floodplains. In order to minimize potential losses, the
City has set restrictions on floodplain development. Since many of Richmond’s park properties are located
along primary waterways, established floodplains pose challenges to the capacity of the Richmond Parks
Department to add or improve upon park facilities and amenities.

Whitewater River provided by Whitewater Valley Fossil Hunt
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Special Features
Where the West, Middle, and East Fork come together is the Whitewater Gorge. A gorge is a deep valley
with steep sides, usually formed by a river or stream cutting through the rocks. The Whitewater Gorge
dates back to the Ice Age and offers many unique natural features and recreational opportunities, such as
fossil hunting and exploration. The area may be explored by boat or hiking trail, with the main trail being
approximately 3.5 miles long and winding through waterfalls, cliffs, quarries, and over numerous bridges.
Middlefork Reservoir is located just east of the city boundary in the upper part of the Northeast quadrant
along the Middle Fork. Middlefork Reservoir, constructed in the early 1960s, is a 405-acre facility with
a 177-acre stream and spring-fed lake. The Reservoir provides Richmond’s water supply and is currently
owned by American Waterworks Company and its subsidiary, Indiana American Water Company. Through
a 50 year lease agreement, the land around the reservoir is leased to the City Parks and Recreation
Department who maintains the land as open park space. Continuing this vital partnership between the
City and American Waterworks Company is critical because the Reservoir is home to many recreational
activities, including fishing, boating, indoor and outdoor picnic areas, a large playground and hiking
trails.
Aquifer and Well Head Protected Areas
The sand and water aquifer in the City of Richmond provides water for the majority of the City’s residents
and businesses. An aquifer is an underground layer of water saturated rock from which water may be
extracted using a well. If Richmond’s aquifer were to become contaminated and no longer potable,
securing an alternative source of water would be a great financial burden to the City. Therefore,
protection must be a high priority for all land use decisions within the aquifer and recharge area. The
City’s current Aquifer Protection Overlay District controls development standards in two specific areas of
the City. These two districts also provide the necessary protection as mandated in the 1986 Amendment to
the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act that requires every State to develop a Wellhead Protection Program to
protect public water supplies, which utilize a groundwater source.

Special features diagram
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Middlefork Reservoir provided by Waynet
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Woodlands
While much of Richmond’s natural vegetation has been cleared out for development and agriculture,
significant amounts of forested areas remain, particularly along stream corridors, in wetland conservation
areas, and in the north quadrant of the city. Woodlands provide a number of environmental benefits,
from providing habitat for diverse species of plants and animals to improving air and water quality.
The majority of woodlands found in the planning area are classified as deciduous forests, where 75
percent or more of the tree species shed foliage simultaneously in response to season change. The
most prominent deciduous forests in the area include the Hayes Arboretum and the Cope Environmental
Center. Evergreen forests, where 75 percent or more of the tree species maintain their leaves all year, are
the second largest classification of forests in the planning area. The most prominent evergreen forests in
the area include the Hayes Arboretum, the Cope Environmental Center, and the area east of the Middle
Fork Whitewater River just north of Smyrna Road.
A variety of tree species are found in the planning area including box elder, sycamore, green ash, willow,
hackberry, buckeye, honey locust, silver maple, beech, cherry, redbud, oaks, walnut, hickory and sugar
maple.
While rich with woodland resources, the Parks and Recreation Department is faced with the challenge of
maintaining these assets and preventing ongoing disease and insect damage. Insects such as the Asian
Longhorn Beetle and the Emerald Ash Borer provide pose real threats to the ongoing health and vitality of
the City’s natural resources and the character of the City’s parks and open spaces.

Woodlands at Whitewater Gorge Trail provided by The Greenways Foundation
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Fish and Wildlife
Richmond is home to a vast variety of fish, mammal, bird, reptile and amphibian species. These species
rely on plant communities in three major habitat types, including prairie grasslands, deciduous forests and
wetlands. While these habitat types still remain, they have been greatly diminished and fragmented by
human intervention, infrastructure and development.
The City plays a unique role in providing critical habitat for a variety of endangered, threatened, and rare
species of mammals, birds, fish and reptiles in Wayne County, including: Indiana Bat, American Badger,
Upland Sandpiper, Bald Eagle, Least Bittern, Black-Crowned-Night-Heron, Osprey, King Rail, Cerulean
Warbler, Hooded Warbler, Barn Owl, Ohio Lamprey, Popeye Shiner, Kirtland’s Snake, Blanding’s Turtle
and Butler’s Garter Snake. Maintaining a balance of ecological, recreational, and economic benefits is
necessary to manage Richmond’s fish and wildlife for years to come.

Left: Black Crowned Nigh Heron provided by Wikimedia Commons, Right: Bald Eagle provided by Wikimedia
Commons

Left: Indiana Bat provided by USFWS. Middle: American Badger provided by ArcGIS, Right: Barn Owl/ provided by
Tony Hisgett
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COMMUNITY FEATURES
RICHMOND’S MANMADE, HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL FEATURES
Transportation System
Understanding mobility throughout a community and connectivity to the larger regional, or even state,
transportation network can be done by reviewing the Federal Highway Administration Functional
Classifications. These classifications represent a process by which streets and highways are grouped into
classes, or systems, according to the character of service they are intended to provide.
Vehicular Roadways
Interstate 70 runs through the northern portion of Richmond with four interchanges. There are several
other arterial corridors including U.S. 27/South 9th Street and U.S. 40/Main Street. These roadways
serve as natural dividers within the community, creating the four quadrants discussed in existing land use
sections. In urban settings, minor corridors provide intra-community connections. When compared to
arterials, these roadways tend to have lower travel speeds, accommodate shorter trip lengths and lower
traffic volumes. The lowest classification roadways in Richmond are characterized by an even distribution
of access and mobility function. Major collectors act as an intermediate link between the arterial system
and points of origin and destination.
Railroads
Established with the building of the Pennsylvania Railroad Station in 1902, the present-day Norfolk
Southern rail lines that run through the City of Richmond and the greater Wayne County are part of a
north-south route between the City of Cincinnati, OH and Fort Wayne, IN. This 25-mile segment of local
rail is part of over 4,000 miles of rail line across the State of Indiana, 1,400 of which are operated by
Norfolk Southern. The line operates primarily on commercial freight shipping, with little-to-no passenger
services.

Transportation system diagram

62

The Loop provided by Environmental Resilience Institute
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RICHMOND BIKE & PED MASTER PLAN
The Richmond Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan, adopted in 2015, serves as a “road map”
in planning future transportation facilities. Plan recommendations were guided by community
input to improve bicycle and pedestrian safety and highlight the health and wellness benefits of
active transportation to Richmond residents.
While some areas of Richmond are currently walkable and bikeable, there are many gaps in
the system that create challenges for residents trying to access key destinations by bike or on
foot. Gaps between sidewalks, trails and greenways limit the use of this infrastructure and
require residents to complete their trips using a car.
An inventory of existing conditions was conducted in order to gain a better understanding of
the community. The findings were as follows:
Northwest Quadrant. The northwest quadrant of Richmond is characterized by sparse
industrial and rural land uses. While the remote nature of this type of development can
make it more difficult to access downtown and commercial areas, the natural features
provide opportunities for greenways connecting to key destinations.
Northeast Quadrant. The northeast quadrant of Richmond is characterized by walkable
college campuses and commercial areas. It provides opportunities for additional sidewalks
and regional connections to neighboring communities. However, this area is divided by the
East Fork Whitewater River, which presents challenges in connecting the east and west sides
of town.
Southwest Quadrant. The southwest quadrant of Richmond is characterized by schools
and neighborhoods. While it provides opportunities for residents to make trips by bike or
on foot, access to downtown is limited, with roadway bridges built to accommodate cars,
rather than bicyclists and pedestrians.
Southeast Quadrant. The southeast quadrant of Richmond is characterized by urban
land use and suburban development. Many neighborhoods in this area have sidewalks
on both sides of the street. However, high traffic volumes and speeds may discourage
residents from participating in active transportation opportunities.
Based on this assessment, it was determined that a more complete system is needed in order to
provide safe and convenient transportation options for all modes of travel.
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Historical Sites and Markers
Richmond is home to six historic districts designated on the National Register of Historic Places. These
historic places can be seen as community assets. Often times, people value historic structures and areas,
and some are even willing to pay more to live in a historic district. These areas or structures add character
to a community and can create a unique identity for a place. On the other hand, historic designations
also come with challenges and barriers. For growth and redevelopment specifically, maintenance and
renovations can be costly; some historic districts hold strict regulations and an approval process for any
type of renovation or change to the structure. These are just some of the trade-offs that come with historic
designations.
The following statements offer a brief description of historic significance and district boundaries.
• East Main Street (Glen Miller Park Historic District)- Identified in 1986 as a historic
district, this area is recognized for its landscape architecture, community planning and architecture.
It covers nearly 2,160 acres of land on both sides of E Main Street from North 18th Street to North
13th Street and Glen Miller Park.
• Old Richmond Historic District- This district was added to the National Register in 1974 for
historic significance in politics, education, architecture, commerce, and transportation. It is roughly
bounded by C&O Railroad, South 11th Street, South A Street, and Alley S of South E. Street. In
2003, the Old Richmond Historic District adjusted its boundaries that now include A Street, 11th
East Street, and the C&O Railroad.
• Reeveston Place Historic District- In 2003, this district was added to the national register
for historic significance in landscape architecture, community planning and development, and
architecture. This area comprises South B Street, South E Street, South 16th Street, and South 23rd
Street.
• Richmond Railroad Station Historic District- This area has been on the national register
since 1987. The railroad station has historic significance in its classical revival architecture,
transportation, and industry. This area is made up of the Norfolk and Southern Railroad tracks,
North 10th Street, Elm Place, North D Street, and Fort Wayne Avenue.
• Starr Historic District- This area was identified in 1995 as a historic district known for its singlefamily dwellings displaying Italianate architecture. This area is roughly bounded by North 16th
Street, E Street, A Street, and the alley west of North 10th Street.
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COMMUNITY CULTURE AND CELEBRATED EVENTS
Early Richmond was settled in 1806 by North Carolina Quakers of European decent, who selected the
site to capitalize on the location as a trade and transportation hub. The city would later become the seat
of Wayne County in 1873. As Richmond would continue to grow as the regional center and gateway of
eastern Indiana, it began to make its national mark as the cradle of recorded jazz with the foundation
of the Starr Piano Company and the later Gennett Records. These companies turned Richmond into a
national center for music and recording. While the Great Depression destroyed much of the recording
industry, today Richmond continues to honor its music heritage.
On an annual basis, the City of Richmond hosts several festivals that serve not only as entertainment
venues for both visitors and residents, but also as windows into the cultural history of the community.
These events are supported both by the city and local interest groups who hold a passion for specific
aspects of their community. A list of some of the more popular events are as follows:
• Annual Old-Fashioned Christmas Festival
• Annual Festival of Trees
• Meltdown Winter Ice Festival
• Taste of Italy
• International Food Festival
• Shakespeare Festival
• Oktoberfest Festival
• City Arts Festival
• Walk of Fame Music Festival

Meltdown Winter Ice Festival provided by Richmond Parks and Recreation Department. Shakespeare Festival provided
by Richmond Shakespeare Festival
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS: IN THE PARKS
Meltdown Winter Ice Festival
The Meltdown Winter Ice Festival is a weekend event that includes a tour of custom ice
sculptures, ice fights and winter events for participants of all ages. In the past, the festival,
which occurs in Jack Elstro Plaza in mid-January, has included sculptures from world-class ice
carvers Andrew Thistlethwaite, Aaric Kendall, Dean DeMarais, Edwin Hutchinson and Danny
Bloss II.
Shakespeare Festival
The Shakespeare Festival is part of a free Shakespeare in the Park series presented by the
Cincinnati Shakespeare Company. The festival offers a unique touring production of a
Shakespeare play each year. While past events have been held at the Starr-Gennett Factory
Building in Whitewater Gorge Park, the festival will be held at Jack Elstro Plaza this September
due to COVID-19 social distancing regulations.
City Arts Festival
The City Arts Festival, hosted by City Arts, a collaboration between local art groups, the
Richmond Parks Department and Centerstone, is an annual arts event held at Glen Miller Park
in October. The event includes music and arts activities for participants of all ages, food and
drinks and the launching of gondolas onto the park’s pond as part of a “pond fire.”
Walk of Fame Music Festival
The Walk of Fame Music Festival, hosted by the Starr-Gennett Foundation and the Richmond
Parks Department, takes place in September at Whitewater Gorge Park. The annual festival
highlights the City’s heritage as the “Cradle of Recorded Jazz.” The Festival includes music
and arts activities

City Arts Festival provided by City Arts, a collaboration between local art groups, the Richmond Parks
Department and Centerstone.
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